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Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (D-MA) announced that                the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Rural Development Program has                awarded a $64,000 grant to the Town of Orange for improvements to                the Orange Municipal Airport. 

               The funding will support the reconstruction of the primary runway                at the Orange airport, which suffers from deteriorated pavement                condition. Olver lobbied the USDA at the regional and national level                to fund this project.

               "A better airports will help to support economic growth in                the region," Olver said. "The proposed runway improvements                will allow this area to attract and retain companies that need corporate                aviation." 

               Construction on the improvements is scheduled to begin this spring.                The number of jets using the airport increases each year, and the                nearby Randall Pond industrial park will be able to increase its                use of the facility to ship goods, services and executives into                and out of their shops.

               "Local businesses need infrastructure they can rely on, and                this new runway will be an important resource," Olver added.
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